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may use, but it does not depend on, the community,
and the authority of the prince is proportioned to the
prosperity of the nation ; but the only security which
a republican government possesses against these evils
lies in the support of the majority. This support is
not, however, proportionably greater in a large re-
public than it is in a small one ; and thus, while the
means of attack perpetually increase both in number
and in influence, the power of resistance remains the
same, or it may rather be said to diminish, since the
propensities and interests of the people are diversified
by the increase of the population, and the difficulty of
forming a compact majority is constantly augmented.
It has been observed, moreover, that the intensity of
human passions is heightened, not only by the import-
ance of the end which they propose to attain, but by
the multitude of individuals who are animated by
them at the same time. Every7 one has had occasion
to remark that his emotions in the midst of a sympath-
izing crowd are far greater than those which he would'
have felt in solitude. In great republics the impetus
of political passion is irresistible, not only because it
aims at gigantic purposes, but because it is felt and
shared by millions of men at the same time.
It may therefore be asserted as a general proposi-
tion that nothing is more opposed to the well-being
and the freedom of man than vast empires. Never-
theless it is important to acknowledge the peculiar
advantages of great States. For the very reason
which renders the desire of power more intense in these
communities than among ordinary men, the love of
glory is also more prominent in the hearts of a class of
citizens, who regard the applause of a great people as
a reward worthy of their exertions, and an elevating
encouragement to man. If we would learn why it is
that great nations contribute more powerfully to the